Avon Badminton Association Development Report   April 2010
This has been an extremely successful season for some of our top players in Avon and I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate them all on their fantastic results. I would also like to record my thanks to all the volunteers in Avon who serve on all the various committees without their help there would be no Avon Badminton.
This season has seen some changes and I would like to welcome Hayley Pollock as full time officer working for Badminton England. Since her appointment in October she has been concentrating on setting up Community Badminton networks in North Somerset, Bristol, South Glos and Banes. Further information on these CBN’s can be found in Hayley’s newsletters on Avon’s website or contact her directly on 07827351250 or email hayleypollock@badmintonengland.co.uk  
Junior Clubs  
We are still desperately short of junior clubs so if anybody would like to either increase the number of juniors in their club or start a junior club please get in touch with either me or Hayley. 
The tournament for junior affiliated clubs was held on Sunday25th April at Thornbury Leisure Centre.  7 clubs entered teams in U14 and U17 sections ,but unfortunately Uphill, Nailsea & Yatton Optimists and Kingsdown were unable to field teams due to a mixture of holiday commitments or not having enough non county players.  The object of the tournament is to enable non county players to experience a competitive atmosphere and hopefully inspire some of them to play at a higher competitive level within the county and to encourage them to go on and join senior clubs. The event was sponsored by South Gloucestershire Council, South Glos Community Badminton Network, Avon Badminton and Forza. It was organised by Severnvale Junior club and a special thanks go to Bronny Bennett because without Bronny this tournament would not run. Thank you also to the Team Managers and other volunteers’ in helping it all run smoothly. A presentation was made during the tournament to Janet Stables who has decided after 36 years of running Highbury Junior club to retire, thank you Janet for all the hours that you have given to the sport. 
Keynsham Juniors had a very successful day the U17 section was won by their A team with the B team runners up. The U14 section was won by Keynsham with Avon Jets the runners up.
Congratulations to all the competitors who were a credit to themselves and their clubs.

We hope to run the tournament next year and we will notify you of the date a little earlier than this year!!
Next September we are looking to re start the Junior League previously this was run for a number of years by Caroline & John Poole from Uphill. This year I will be the coordinator, it will be open to any club who is affiliated to Badminton England; any senior club who have enough U18 players could also enter a team please contact me if you are interested.
Senior Clubs
At the present time I am trying to contact all the non affiliated clubs/groups of people playing in the area with a view to persuading them to affiliate, I need help in identifying where and who they are.  Can I ask you to email me if you know of any, where they play and any contact details you may have.
I would also like you to contact me if you have space for new members in your club and if there is a playing standard required.
Events throughout the year
June 09 – Bisi Festival for Castle School Thornbury, organised by Severnvale Junior Club.

July 09 – First of the Community Badminton Network meetings for South Gloucestershire and Banes
Sept 09 -  County Restricted Tournament.

Oct 09 – England v Japan at Bath University.
Nov 09 –  SSP rounds of Centre Parks Inter Schools tournaments in Avon
Dec 09 – Bisi Festival for Broadlands School, organised by Keynsham Junior Badminton club.

Jan 10 – County Final Centre Parks Inter Schools tournaments.

Feb 10 -  West of England Veterans tournament.
Mar 10 – Regional Final Centre Parks Inter Schools in Exeter
April 10  -  Avon Junior Club Tournament

                   South West Counties AGM
Centre Parcs Inter Schools Tournament – 
This is a National Tournament for Schools which is sponsored by Centre Parks. The competion is in four categories, Yr 7, 8, 9 boys and girls, Yr 10 & 11 boys and girls. Competitions are held in each Local Authority Area with the winners going through to the County final, the finalists progressing to the Regional Final which was held in Exeter this year the winners progressing to the National Final which was held at the Sherwood Forest Center Parcs in April.
This year the Competition Managers for Wesport held some participation tournaments alongside the elite competion which resulted in more schools entering. A total of 23 schools took part in these competions which were held in North Somerset, Bristol and Banes and  I would like to thank the competition managers for working so hard to promote and organise these tournaments.
Results for the Elite competition 

Yr 7/8/9 Boys. Winners in                Banes    -  Writhlington
                                                            Bristol -   Cotham
Yr 7/8/9 Boys                                        North Somerset        Backwell

                                                               South Glos                John Cabot
Yr 7/8/9 Girls                                        Banes                        Chew Valley

                                                               Bristol                      Fairfield

                                                               North Som               Clevedon

                                                               South Glos               John Cabot

Yr 10/11 Boys                                       Banes                       Chew Valley

                                                               Bristol                      Cotham
                                                               North Som               Backwell

                                                               South Glos               Castle

Yr 10/11 Girls                                       Banes                       Writhlington

                                                                Bristol                     Ashton Park

                                                                North Som             Gordano

                                                                South Glos              Castle
County Final winners                      Yr 7/8/9 girls                 Chew Valley

                                                               Yr 7/8/9 boys                Cotham

                                                               Yr 10/11 girls               Castle

                                                         Yr 10/11 boys               Chew Valley
Regional Final in Exeter    Avon positions          Chew Valley Girls 5th, Cotham 4th,Castle 5th and Chew Valley Boys 7th.
Coaching Update
UKCC Level 1 – Unfortunately the course booked  for Jan 2010 was cancelled due to lack of numbers. Another course should run in October please contact Hayley Pollock on 07827351250 or hayleypollock@badmintonengland.co or Badminton England directly.
UKCC Level 2 – Congratulations to the candidates who passed the course held at Keynsham in May. Contact Hayley if you are interested in doing a Level 2 course. Venues and dates for all coaching courses in the country are advertised on Badminton England website.
Pay and Play Sessions
I have been given details of  the following sessions if you are aware of anymore could you contact me with the information to enable me to promote the sessions.
Hutton More Leisure Centre, Weston super Mare   16+ 
       Strode Leisure Centre  Clevedon   16+ and juniors  

       Bradley Stoke Leisure Centre   16+ and juniors . 

       Keynsham Leisure Centre    16+ and juniors
       Bath Leisure Centre   16+
       Kingsdown Leisure Centre –  16+ and juniors
       Horfield Leisure Centre   -  16+ and juniors
       Thornbury Leisure Centre     16+

       Yate Leisure Centre    16+
Outstanding Achievements this season
English Badminton award       Brenda Bird 
Congratulations to the following players who have had some outstanding successes this season, I have listed some of the achievements below if your success has not been included I apologise and please get in touch so it can be included.
U15 Nationals
Semi finalist Girls singles                                    Jess Hopton.

U19 National Championship
Men’s doubles and semi finalist in singles          Chris Coles. 
Men’s  singles champion                                       Josh Green

English National Championship
Finalist in Women’s Doubles                              Marianna Agathangelou. 
Quarter Finalist Mixed Doubles                         Marianna Agathangelou

Quarter Finalist Men’s Doubles                          Adam Porter

World Senior Championship 
Silver Medals for mixed doubles over 60          Val O’Neill and Mike Cox. 

All England Seniors Tournament 

Winner mixed doubles over 65                          
  Joanna Elson with Ken Tatum (Nott’s)                  Winner mixed doubles over 60                             Penny Shears with Bob Bell (Cornwall)
Finalist ladies doubles over 60                              Joanna Elson and Val O’Neill

World Junior Championship              Chris Coles and Josh Green chosen to represent England
4 Nations Disability Championships   Anthony Forster representing England
For further information on any of the items mentioned in the newsletter or any other queries or suggestions you might have please get in touch Penny Shears. 07941013514 pennyshears@googlemail.com
